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 Intrinsic properties and main end-use markets 

 Aluminium packaging contributes to 
resource efficiency 

 Aluminium packaging contributes to 
less food waste 

 Aluminium is infinitely recyclable 

 A true European recycling network 
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The intrinsic properties of aluminium make it the 
ideal packaging material 
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Packaging is the 
3rd largest end-
use market for 
aluminium 
 



5 

About 70% goes into rigid (cans) and semi-rigid 
(containers, closures) applications, nearly 30% in 
flexible foil (lidding, wraps, etc.)  
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Typical customer markets for beverage cans are 
in beer and non-alcoholic drinks while aerosols 
and tubes are mainly used for personal care, 
pharmaceutical and cosmetics products 
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Aluminium packaging 
contributes to resource 
efficiency as it protects very 
well its food content, which 
usually has a much higher  
carbon footprint - example of 
beer in cans 
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A relatively small amount of aluminium packaging 
material is enough to save its precious content 
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Aluminium also 
contributes to 
waste prevention  

Due to technological 
innovation less and 
less material is being 
used to pack the 
same amount of 
drinks and food 
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Aluminium packaging 
contributes to transport 
efficiency: less weight, less 
storage space and thus 
less CO2 emissions 



Aluminium packaging contributes to less food waste 

• Portion packs save a lot of resources and 
increase sustainable consumption 

• Life cycle assessment shows that closures 
have a better environmental performance and 
prevent wine spoilage 

• Aluminium foil’s hygiene properties, heat 
conductivity and strength make it perfect for 
‘ready meal’ containers 

• Aluminium packaging makes food lasting 
longer while retaining its nutritional quality 

• Just 1.5 grammes of alufoil in a beverage 
carton enables one litre of milk to be 
transported and stored for several months 
without refrigeration 

• Slimmer cans not only offer eye-catching 
formats but also allow consumers to choose, 
portion-controlled or low-calorie drinks  
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Aluminium is infinitely recyclable - used aluminium 
packaging fits in all recovery routes, providing 
sufficient and innovative collection and sorting 
systems are put in place  
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Aluminium is infinitely recyclable and should stay 
in its product or material loop, to be used again 
and again and again…..  
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EAA has the ambition to further 
increase the recycling and 
recovery of aluminium packaging  
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The European recycling rate for aluminium beverage 
cans stands at 68% (2011) and we aim at 75% in 
2015, respectively 80% in 2020  
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A true European recycling network with cross-
national awareness programmes and specific 
recycling activities 
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