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Press statement
European Aluminium Association (EAA) reacts

to the European Commission new environment
and energy state aid guidelines

Brussels, 9 April 2014: The state aid guidelines published today by the European
Commission are a step in the right direction — yet it is clear that more needs to be
done to restore Europe’s industrial competitiveness. Electricity is a crucial cost
factor for the aluminium industry. Due to its global pricing system, the important
increase of the cost of renewable energy surcharges and of other environmental
levies has become a major detrimental factor for the competitiveness of the whole
aluminium value chain in Europe.

According to Director General Gerd Goétz:

“‘EAA welcomes the sectoral approach pursued by the European Commission,
acknowledging that some sectors are at a substantial cost disadvantage as
compared with global competitors. Clarity and balanced rules across EU Member
States were also needed. We regret however that the new guidelines still enforce
additional burden to the industry. The state aid rules must now be accompanied by
appropriate and long-term compensation measures for all costs related to climate
and energy policies, also beyond 2020”.

About the European Aluminium Association:

The European Aluminium Association, founded in 1981, represents the whole value chain of
the aluminium industry in Europe, from alumina and primary production to semi-finished,
end-use products and recycling. The European aluminium industry directly employs about
255,000 people and yields an annual turnover of 36.8 billion €. For information, please visit
www.alueurope.eu
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